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Principals Pen

28 girls a minute are being forced to marry against their will. There are more than 250

million women alive today who were married before their 15th birthday, most against

their will;

1 in 3 women will experience violence during their lifetime; 

72 countries in the world don’t allow women to open a bank account; and

181 million girls and young women are not in education employment or training which

increases the risk of forced marriage, trafficking and poverty. 

Jesus’ attitude toward women was radically different from what was customary at the time.

Women normally stayed home and attended to domestic duties. But Jesus encouraged

choice and allowed women to travel with Him and His twelve disciples (Luke 8:1-3) and

Mary, sat at Jesus' feet in the role of a disciple while Jesus taught her. The Bible is full of

stories of amazing women who helped change the world. One of my favourites is ‘Deborah’

my namesake who definitely multi-tasked being a judge, warrior, poet, and prophet as well

as singer and songwriter. We want a world where all girls and women can have the

opportunities to become the best version of themselves and help others to lead their best

life too.

Unfortunately this is not currently the case as at this time around the world:

For this reason we urge all our students to take going to school seriously because it is a

privilege that many students, both male and female, around the world are denied.

Education is a precious gift and we hope that our students understand the importance of it

and cherish not just academic learning but also spiritual, social and co-curricular learnings

that take place in our College. We support the educational process by the wellbeing

programs we put into place such as Girl Wise and Guy Wise which are commencing this

week. To our families we say please remember to encourage your child/ren to attend

everyday become we love seeing every student’s smiling face each morning and remember

education opens up a world of opportunities!

International Women’s Day is a global day that acknowledges the social,

economic, cultural and political achievements of women and the men that

support them. As a Christian school this is particularly important - remember 

Important Dates
Date
Week 7
Mar 05
Mar 06

Mar 07

Mar 08

Mar 09

Mar 10

Week 8
Mar 13
Mar 14

Mar 15
Mar 16

Mar 17

Event

Zonta High Tea
Interschool Basketball
Cricket Clinic
TAFE
P-2 Chapel
international Womens Day
Breakfast
Pop up Treat Shop 
Thursday Sport | Y7-9
Athletics Club | 8am
Interschool Sports | Y5-6
Girl Wise #4
RYDA Program

Interschool Basketball
TAFE
3-6 Chapel
NAPLAN
NAPLAN
Pop Up Treat Shop
Thursday Sport | Y7-9
NAPLAN
Athletics Club | 8am
Interschool Sports | Y5-6
Girl Wise #5
St Patrick's Day
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Mar 17 | St Patrick's Day
Mar 22 | Harmony Day
Mar 31 | Easter Service

On the topic of opportunities I must congratulate our leaders in both the Junior and Senior school for running so many initiatives

over the last few weeks, including running the Zooper Dooper stall, helping the Preppies at lunch, leading spirit week for the

swimming carnival and raising funds for Turner Syndrome Research. They are true inspirations and role models for other students. 

Remember – keep dreaming and keep doing because the only goals you’ll never reach are the ones you don’t pursue!

God Bless
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Our Year 12 leaders and Student Representative Council have been truly inspiring this term. They have been leading by example with
successful events such as the Valentine’s Day Stall, Pancakes and Pajamas morning and the Turner Syndrome Awareness Day. We can’t
wait to see our students continue to grow as leaders as the year progresses. 

Assessment
With the upcoming assessment period, students are reminded to utilise their assessment calendars to stay informed of each of their
subject assessments. Students are encouraged to dedicate time for revision and to develop their study routines to assist them during this
time. Study Skills Club for Years 7-12 is available every Monday morning and Homework Club takes place every Tuesday and Thursday
afternoon. All students are encouraged to attend. 
In Years 11 and 12, students are in the process of completing their first internal assessment. It is imperative that our students are managing
their time effectively and prioritising their studies to assist them in their learning. While this is an incredibly busy period for our
students, I want to take the time to remind them to reach out to their teachers if they require support. We are here to help! 

Wellbeing
At Burdekin Christian College, we strive to care for the holistic development of each of our students. We are pleased to be implementing
a Wellbeing programme for Years 7-12 to support our students in their educational journeys and to equip them with valuable strategies
and life skills. Topics include; growth mindsets, gratitude and mindfulness. This programme will take place during CARE class every
Friday afternoon. 

RYDA Program
Students in Year 11 will be attending the RYDA programme on 10th March at Home Hill. The RYDA programme seeks to provide
students with the tools and understanding they need to see themselves as active, responsible road citizens. Our students are looking
forward to attending this programme and learning about how to stay safe on the road. 

In the words of Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go”.  

Dean's Corner - Academics

It has been an exciting and busy few weeks here at Burdekin Christian College! Our students have been working hard
in all aspects of their learning and it has been fantastic to see all of our students happy and enjoying school life.  

It has been an exciting and busy few weeks here at Burdekin Christian College! Our students have been working hard in all aspects of
their learning and it has been fantastic to see all of our students happy and enjoying school life. 

Dean's Corner - VET & Careers
Welcome to week 7! 
We have now hit the halfway point of TAFE for this term. When checking in with students, the consensus is that 
 they are having a great time and are enjoying the learning opportunities. Our students at TAFE are currently 

enrolled into one of the following certificates: Certificate II Engineering Pathways, Certificate II Automotive Vocational Preparation or
Certificate II in Salon Assistant. 

All TAFE students are reminded that it is an expectation of them to catch up on any work that they miss when at TAFE on Tuesdays. 

Recently, a small group of senior Biology students – who are looking to start a career in medicine after school – sat the Mock UCAT.
The University Clinical Aptitude Test helps universities to select applicants with the most appropriate abilities and professional
behaviours required for new doctors and dentists to be successful in their clinical careers. It is used in collaboration with other
admissions processes such as interviews and academic qualifications. As part of the process, students received a detailed breakdown of
their results on how they performed in each section. This information will be invaluable to them and will help them to understand what
their strengths are.

If students are looking to complete a traineeship, apprenticeship or any certificate courses outside of school, they are encouraged to
come speak with me. I am more than happy to help out wherever I can. Also, students should listen to daily notices as I will be posting
about employment, apprenticeship and certificate opportunities there when available. If any take their fancy, they will need to let me
know. 

Keep working hard towards your goals! 
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Year Level Writing Reading
Conventions of

Language
Numeracy

Year 3 Wednesday 15 Thursday 16 Friday 17 Monday 20

Year 5 Wednesday 15 Thursday 16 Friday 17 Tuesday 21

Year 7 Wednesday 15 Thursday 16 Monday 20 Tuesday 21

Year 9 Wednesday 15 Friday 17 Monday 20 Wednesday 22

Menu for the next 2 weeks is as follows:  Monday 31/10/22 - Sausage Rolls and Monday

07/11/22 - Sushi.  Thanks and God bless!

Teaching & Learning Coordinator
NAPLAN testing in 2023 has been brought forward to Term 1. The NAPLAN test window is
Wednesday 15 March – Monday 27 March, with testing starting on Wednesday.

Parents who wish to withdraw their students from NAPLAN must complete the withdrawal form and please return it to the
office by March 8 2023 to allow planning and organisational time. We encourage parents to return withdrawal forms as soon
as possible in Term 1.

Please note that if a student has not returned a withdrawal form by the due date, and is present on the day, they are required
to sit the test. These are the rules as set out by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority.

 

Writing
In the writing test, students are provided with a ‘writing stimulus’ (also called a ‘prompt’ – an idea or topic) and asked to
write a response in a particular text type. Different prompts are used depending on the testing day and student year level.
These writing prompts target the full range of student capabilities expected of students from Years 3 to 9.
The use of multiple prompts should have no impact on how teachers prepare their students for the NAPLAN writing test.
The text type – which could be narrative or persuasive – is revealed on the day of assessment. There is no choice of text
type.

Reading
The NAPLAN reading tests measure literacy proficiency across the English learning area in line with the Australian
Curriculum: English. These tests focus on the reading of written English. Knowledge and interpretation of language
conventions in context are also an important part of reading and are drawn upon in many reading questions.
In the tests, students are provided with a range of texts that illustrate different writing styles. Students read the texts and
answer related questions. The tests contain multiple-choice and technology-enhanced questions such as drag-and-drop and
hot-text.

Conventions of Language
The conventions of language tests assess spelling, grammar and punctuation. Literacy knowledge and skills are essential to
effective communication across all learning areas. However, the tools of language, including the conventions of language,
are explicitly developed in the English learning area. Therefore, the content assessed in the conventions of language tests is
aligned to the Australian Curriculum: English.

Numeracy
The NAPLAN numeracy tests measure the achievement of students in numeracy, including mathematical knowledge, skills
and understanding as outlined in the Australian Curriculum: Mathematics. The numeracy tests assess the proficiency strands
of understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning across the 3 content strands of mathematics: number and algebra,
measurement and geometry, and statistics and probability.

The numeracy tests contain multiple-choice, text entry and technology-enhanced questions such as drag-and-drop and hot-
text. Year 7 and 9 numeracy tests have 2 sections. There is a short non-calculator section, in which students are required to
demonstrate arithmetical calculation skills. For the remainder of the test, calculators are permitted, even if they are not
necessary to answer the questions.



SUMMER BLUES

TOO TRENDY!

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT & WELL BEING PROGRAM

CHAPLAIN'S NEWS
Next week will see the commencement of our personal development and well-being programs here at
BCC. We will start with the Girl Wise and Wise Guys programs which have been designed to help
individuals understand their uniqueness, develop their character, navigate friendships, develop positive
self-talk and much more. The other programs we are looking at running throughout the year include:
 
·Bella Girl
·Men of Honour
·Seasons for Growth
·Coping Skills
·ARC (Random Acts of Kindness)

Well-being programs benefit and support students in many ways such as developing:
·social and emotional skills and capabilities that promote life-long mental health and wellbeing
·skills to problem-solve and manage the normal stressors of life
·healthy relationships and the ability to work cooperatively with others
·a sense of autonomy and purpose.
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Tuckshop News



TURNER SYNDROME AWARENESS DAY

THANK YOU!
It wonderful to see purple everywhere on Tuesday in support
of fundraising for Turner Syndrome Awareness Day. Special
thank you to our wonderful College Captains that organised
the day and to Mrs Smart for organising the delicious purple
cake. We also can't wait to decorate the College with the
beautiful purple butterflies made by the students. Altogether
the students raised $175.60 in profit which will go to help
raise awareness and support research on Turner Syndrome.
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How amazing are our Year 6
leaders? All our special Year 6
duty students are on a rotating
roster to help the Prep students
each day to keep them safe on
the playground and create a
sense of belonging for our
littlest learners. Our Preppies
can identify these special
helpers by their fluro vest
uniforms and know these are
people that can help them. What
wonderful role models! Go Year
6 - BCC is proud!

WELL DONE YEAR 6 LEADERS!



In today's world, education has become more critical than ever. With the rapid pace of
technological change and the increasing demand for specialised skills, people need access
to high-quality learning resources that are flexible, personalised, and affordable. That's
where Atomi comes in.

Atomi is a digital learning platform that provides students of all ages access to expertly-
curated video lessons, quizzes, and other interactive content designed to help them master a
wide range of subjects. Whether students are studying for an exam or simply looking to
expand their knowledge, Atomi has something to offer.

But perhaps the most impressive thing about Atomi is the quality of its content. The platform
features video lessons from expert teachers and curriculum developers, ensuring the content
is accurate, up-to-date, and engaging. And with regular updates and new courses added to
the platform, there's always something new to learn.

In short, Atomi is a game-changer for students in the world of digital learning. 

Atomi: The Digital Learning Platform That's
Changing the Game at BCC
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Atomi is very helpful, even for any subject. It’s really excellent and easy to use. Each video

and quiz provides more than enough information on all topics covered in each unit and each
subject. It’s really good to use for revising, studying and some extra note-taking. The videos

also have a really humorous explanation to help make the experience even more fun. It’s
outstanding for in-class or even as independent work after school. Atomi also sends emails to

you, to help you remember to revise, catch up on work, or even when you have a new task.
-Danelle Laubscher Yr 11 

“Atomi is a very efficient learning platform in many ways. It is a fast and
easy way of completing homework and revising previous lessons you

may have not understood the first time. It is far more helpful than most
platforms I have seen and look forward to using Atomi in the future.”

-Oliver Arboit Yr 9
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Book Club Edition 2

Library Hub NewsLibrary Hub News  
Mrs Lando'sMrs Lando's  

By participating in Book Club, not only are you encouraging a
reading culture in our school, a percentage of the total order will
be given back to our school in Rewards to spend on additional
educational resources! Look what we were able to purchase.
Thank you BCC community.

2nd March Dr Seuss's
Birthday...

Wishing Dr Seuss a very Happy Birthday in March. We
have been reading books, colouring-in sheets and
bookmarkers being made to celebrate. Come into the
Library during lunch breaks to join in on the fun. 

New Shelving
has arrived!
The Accelerated Reader shelving
has had an upgrade with forward
facing shelving to make it easier
for borrowers to flip through.
Thank you so much Miss Creed!

Contacting
Party...
A huge shout out to the wonderful
Teachers Aides and Mr Antony that
have been helping with the
contacting of over 500 new
educational resources for primary
school. I would not have been able
to do it alone



CUBS PLAYGROUP
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For Science this term, Year 2A are studying how living things grow and change. To see this in action,
we are observing mealworms and watching as they go through their life stages of eggs, larvae and
pupa before finally turning into darking beetles. 

We are also seeing whether the temperature of the environment changes how quickly our
mealworms grow and change. So far, the room temperature mealworms are growing much faster
than those in the fridge!!

Definitely a wiggly and wonderful way to explore Science!

YEAR 2 WITH MRS HUTCHESSON
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In Year 1 / 2 this term we have been exploring ‘Living Things’.  We
explored the features of living things and investigated what they
need to survive. This week, we looked closely at the parts of a plant
and the stages. We decided to make ‘grass heads’ to investigate the
needs of plants and how they grow and change over time.

The children loved personalising their grass heads, and are very
excited to watch them grow “hair” (grass) over the next few weeks.

God Bless,

 

YEAR 1/2 NEWS
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FROM THE FINANCE CORNER

Term fees have been issued. Please be mindful and check your
emails to ensure delivery of your fee statement. It is the
responsibility of parents / guardians to meet fee accounts by the
due date. Weekly or fortnightly payment plans are available by
arrangement with the Business Manager. If you are experiencing
difficulty in meeting your financial obligations with the College,
please contact the Business Manager to discuss your options. 

 



NEWS FROM YEAR 3

Welcome to Grade 3!
Grade 3 have been working well so far this term and have
settled back into the school routine. So far this Term we are
learning about narrative writing in English, addition and skip
counting in mathematics and have been doing lots of practice
with our reading and spelling. 

Congratulations to Hoyt Pontifex and Amara Boccalatte who
are the Year 3 Students Representative Council members.
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We have had a busy first five weeks in 5A. We have
spent lots time getting to know each other and exploring
new learning concepts. We have been particularly
focused on NAPLAN which is coming up soon.

To make the NAPLAN preparations fun and positive,
every morning we do a whole group maths problem and
a word of the day exploration. The students are really
enjoying this and are always willing to try their best and
give it a go. 

We have also been spending more time in the computer
lab each week, to support each students digital
technologies skills in preparation for this. 

The year 5’s have also just started playing inter school
sports for the first time along with the year 6’s. It was
fantastic to see all students giving it a go and having lot
of fun. They are all very excited for next week! 

YEAR 5A NEWS



If you are a parent/caregiver of a Year 7 student, then the last two weeks have been met with excitement and last minute
packing for the annual Year 7 Camp to Echo Creek Adventure Centre. And last Tuesday you would have woken up extra early
to ensure your child was school with the bags before 7:30 AM, and met with perhaps several other tired parents, while
watching our Facebook page to see a sneak peek into what your child has been up to. Well let me tell you, it was an amazing
camp that everyone enjoyed. 

We left Tuesday morning and stopped in at Big Crystal Creek, just north of Townsville. Many students chose to enjoy the
wonderful clear waters and had a blast. Then we had our final stop at Cardwell for lunch, where a group of students went to the
Jetty with myself and were able to see a sea turtle in the water, which was pretty cool. After picking up one final student, we
made our way in to Echo Creek. Once we arrived and settled in, we had our first activity, the Challenge course. Rightly named,
it challenged the students mentally and physically to work as a team, support each other and encouraged students to have a
go at things outside their comfort zones.After dinner, students made damper and cooked it over the fire, with guidance from our
instructor before getting to bed as we had a big day coming up. 

On Wednesday morning we headed out to Echo Creek Falls. We made our way through the shrubs, muddy rainforest floor and
lurking leeches and reached the echo creek crossing. Unfortunately due to the massive amount of rain the area had been
receiving recently, it was decided that going through the creek would be too much of a risk. Still, students were able to enjoy a
morning snack and listen to the thundering of the rapids. 

When we got back, we had lunch before continuing with rock climbing and abseiling. Many of the students enjoyed the
challenge of reaching new heights and provided assistance to others when they were unsure about where to put their footing or
just needed encouragement. Afterwards students competed in the centuries-old sport known as Archery. Many of the students
got their arrows on the target, with only one getting a bullseye. Then students were able to engage in non-contact warfare AKA
Laser tag. Red vs Blue team went toe to toe in order to diminish the other team round after round. After showers and dinner,
students then participated in a mystery activity night, which turned out to be Minute to Win It. With names of activities like
Elephant March, Rapid Fire, Ping Tac Toe and Ready Spaghetti there was no shortage of cheering for their team and
eagerness to participate. The Gorillas were our winners in the end, and with that concluded the night’s events. 

YEAR 7 ECHO CREEK CAMP
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On Thursday morning, we had our early wake up and breakfast before disembarking to go to Paronella Park, a Beautiful
Spanish Castle hidden in the tropics. On the guided tour, we learnt about Jose Paronella, a Spanish man who had a dream and
travelled halfway around the world to make his dream a reality. Through determination and planning, he made his fortune in the
cane growing industry and purchased Paronella Park building and working to create an idyllic paradise where people would
travel for kilometres to reach due to its advance technology. Through Family tragedies and various natural disasters, the park
fell into disrepair until a travelling family purchased it. A few years after they had begun running tours, the Granddaughter of
Jose returned and showed them what it was like when she was growing up. Everyone was in awe at not only the story, but also
the landscape and beautiful flora and fauna. Students were able to feed the turtles and fish, and we had lunch sitting near the
loud, flowing waterfall. When students returned, they were able to engage in non-contact warfare AKA Laser tag. Red vs Blue
team went toe to toe in order to diminish the other team round after round. After dinner, students enjoyed watching the movie
Hoodwinked before heading off to bed. Friday morning came and before we knew it, we were packed with bellies full and
memories made. We left and stopped in at Jourama Falls for lunch on the way back. All the students endured the creek
crossing [A teacher may or may not have lost a shoe], and the steep ascents to make their way to the viewing platform, that
indeed delivered. Overall, it was a wonderful camp that the students are still talking about to this day.
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FORMAL FRIDAY

Black closed in shoes
Formal tops must be worn
with formal skirt/pants
Long hair to be tied back

A Reminder that formal
uniforms are to be worn every
Friday in both Junior and
Secondary School.  
Other Reminders -

THURSDAY AFTERNOON SPORT

This term in Thursday afternoon sports, I have had the
pleasure of supervising the ‘bowlers’. We began our
adventures at the Burdekin Tenpin playing ten-pin bowling
with huge improvements seen on the second visit. 

We then attempted lawn bowls, with the guidance of the
wonderful Mr Ron Soper of the Burdekin Bowls. For some
students keeping the kitty on the green instead of in the
gutter was quite a challenge. 

For the next two weeks our group of ‘bowlers’ will be
attempting to play bocce. Like lawn bowls, this is a game of
strategy and the closest ball to the kitty in the end wins.
Watch this space for more photos in the next newsletter. 



The warm weather conditions made for a great day to splash in the water for our annual Swimming Carnival. Years 3-12 were
involved in the carnival on Thursday 2nd March 2023 at the Ayr Swimming Pool where a lot of racing and fun was had. 

Red, yellow and green colours were presented throughout the pool grounds and students proudly displayed their house
allegiance and cheered encouragement for all competitors. The students participated in a number of events; freestyle,
backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly in 25m & 50m with some records being broken. Along with the main events the novelty
races; pool noodle relay, jersey race and kickboard race once again proved to be very popular. It was great to see so many
students getting involved to receive points for their houses.

Some of the older students competed against one another in the Splash for cash event with Blake Webb coming away with the
win. 

An interesting finale to the day was the last relay event – Teachers VS Students where the teachers challenged the students
and the results were, as expected, very close – with the teachers taking away the win.

Each boy and girl individual age group winner was presented with a medallion at the end of the carnival and the captains of the
winning house were also awarded their shield.  Congratulations to all the age champions and the winning house Matthew.

Thank you to the staff and parents for their help on the day to ensure a successful carnival.

2023 YEAR -12 SWIMMING CARNIVAL
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The girls of BCC thank the Burdekin
Zonta Club for a wonderful afternoon
celebrating International Women's Day
and the amazing work the ladies of
Zonta do to help in so many important
initiatives in the Burdekin and around
the world. We enjoyed a delicious High
Tea and Charlie even won a prize!
Congratulations to all our girls for
representing BCC so well! Remember
all girls at the College are welcome to
join Z Club and you can support them by
purchasing items from their weekly stall
in second break. You can be part of
change for the better in this world!

ZONTA CLUB - INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
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ASSESSMENT CALENDARS
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ASSESSMENT CALENDARS
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ZONTA POP UP TREAT SHOP

ST PATRICKS DAY
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS
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NQ SPORTS TRIAL CALENDAR






