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DATE CLAIMERS
God has called you to peace. (1 Corinthians 7:15)
Like most people, I have felt immense sadness with the flooding in
Queensland and NSW and conflict in Europe. God calls us all to contribute
to peace.
Peacemakers are people who bring peace to others, because they have it
themselves. We can all be peacemakers whether it be in our family, in our
school or in our community. In this world currently filled with many areas
of conflict, remember we can all be part of change for the better. Forgive,
love, help, care for others, and remember to shine your light on those
around you.

2 Mar - NQ Trials / RYDA
Program Talk
5 Mar - Mother’s Day Family
Portraits (School Hall)
8 Mar - Leadership Conference
(Senior School)
9 Mar – Leadership Induction
Ceremony

Your child may be asking questions and even experiencing anxiety due to world and local events, so below are
some tips to support your child:






It is important to restrict media coverage for younger children and monitor what our older children are
exposed to;
Encourage compassion and assist them to volunteer in a positive cause so they can see they can become
part of change for the better;
Point out good people who are helping such as the emergency services in the floods;
Ensure your child/ren don’t create stereotypes about different people involved in conflicts;
Finally, keep an eye on your child/ren’s emotional state, as some children are not able to verbalise their
anxiety.

At BCC, we really value peace reflected in our safe and supportive environment. Research shows students learn
best in a peaceful environment and attendance rates rise, as students feel happy to come to school. Our
wonderful teachers reflect this attribute every day throughout CARE philosophy and by nurturing all our
students to help them find peace. Although peace is something you cannot see, you can certainly can feel it!
Another feeling you may have experienced at BCC this week is happiness. The Year 5 class sure did, with the
return of Mr Eadie from his Scottish holiday. We are delighted to see him back at BCC and thank the amazing
Mrs Mackay for taking the class during his absence.
So on that happy note, I urge you to have a great week and keep smiling, as in the words of
Mother Teresa “Peace begins with a smile!”

Debra Creed
College Principal
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Lisa Crowther
Deputy Principal - Primary
Year 6 Teacher
Mother’s Day Family Portraits
We have had a fantastic response to our Mother’s Day Family Portraits
Fundraiser to be held on March 5. Thank you to everyone who has
supported this initiative. The photography company has opened more
slots for us, so be sure to secure your spot by going to
www.northpointphotos.simplybook.me. Receive your matted 8” x 10”
enlargement of your family for only $20.00 in time for Mother’s Day.

Parent Teacher (online) Evening
We hope you have now had a chance to view your online Parent
Information Evening via You Tube. Please do not hesitate to contact
your child’s teacher if you have any questions.

Joel Keenan
Deputy Principal - Senior School

It has been a wonderful first few weeks back here at
Burdekin Christian College. All high school students
have been assigned a locker, a lock and a diary.
Students are expected to keep their locker neat and
tidy and make sure their locker is kept locked when
not in use, especially at the end of the day. It has
been great to see our new students thriving in our
BCC environment, and I am extremely proud of our
student leaders stepping up and helping out.

Laptops
Many students have received their laptops, but it is
important that these laptops be used appropriately.
Student laptops are monitored regularly, and any
inappropriate websites or materials found on these
school devices will lead to confiscation or outside
authorities being contacted. All these details can be
found in the BCC Digital Technology Agreement that
students and parents/guardians/carers have signed.
If you have any questions regarding this, feel free to
contact me.

Parent Teacher (online) Evening
Teachers have filmed their Parent Information
Evening videos. They can be found on the schools
YouTube page for a short time only.

Contact Details
A reminder to parents that it is important that we
are able to contact you in case of an emergency. If
you have recently changed your contact details, it is
critical that you inform the school so we can update
your details.

Diaries and Homework
It is important that students utilise their diaries to
help keep them organised. Students are expected to
complete a minimum of 3 hours of homework per
night. This includes answering questions, reading
over class notes, creating study materials. The
school provides assistance with homework at our
Homework Club in the Library on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons from 3 - 4pm. It is free to join
and we would love to see you there.
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There has been a keen focus in classes in the past
weeks as students settle into term routines.
Our Prep and Year 7 students are settling in
beautifully and becoming more confident as they
navigate their way through the new demands of
their education. All students in Years 9 and 10 have settled into their elective subjects and the Year 5 and 6
students have selected their chosen Academy specialisation. In the secondary school if students are away due
to illness, teachers are uploading all class materials onto their Google Classroom. Students will be able to keep
up with all schoolwork at home allowing them to keep up to date with their learning.

Absentee and Late Arrival Procedures
All parents and guardians are reminded that if your child is absent, you should notify the College as soon as you
are able in the morning. You may do this by phoning (07) 4783 5552 or via the absentee form in the School
Stream App. If students are likely to be absent for a considerable period due to illness, the College is to be
notified as soon as possible. Medical certificates must be provided after 2 days in cases of prolonged absence
due to illness.
All late arrivals must come to the Office where they will be required to collect a late slip to present to the
teacher upon entering the classroom. Likewise, if parents want to pick up their child early, they must come to
the Office. Office staff will then contact the classroom and have the student bring their bag to the Office.

Karen Wilson
Deputy Principal - Curriculum and Compliance

James Pacey
Dean of VET & Careers

We have a multitude of Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses that are now available to students
while they are still at school.
It is vitally important that students enrolled in these courses (Automotive Preparation and Salon through TAFE,
Fitness and Sport & Recreation through Binnacle, Early Childhood Studies through ACCCO, Certificate III in
Aviation through Aviation Australia and Diploma of Business through Prestigious Training services) are
completing their weekly set homework and online module activities.
Key points that need to be noted:





You MUST attend class (even if they are online classrooms).
Classes scheduled during periods of online learning may NOT be repeated face to face.
You need to pass ALL competencies to complete a VET course.
If you are having trouble let your lecturer/teacher know and they will schedule a one on one tutorial session
or “Connect” session (TAFE only) with you.

Many of our students have begun the process of working hard and are enjoying the results. We look forward
to seeing their learning progress as the year unfolds.
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Parents and carers are welcome to attend the Student
Leaders Induction Ceremony for our Junior and Senior
School leaders for 2022.
The student leaders and their families are invited to
remain after the ceremony and enjoy a tea/coffee and
light refreshments in the Library.
The Induction Ceremony commences at 2.00 pm in the
BCC Hall on Wednesday 9th March.

We are delighted to announce that Emily Pacey was invited to participate
in the SHEP Program over the Christmas Holidays.
The SHEP Program stands for State Honours Ensemble Program of
Queensland and it is run by the Queensland Conservatorium of Griffith
University. It was wonderful to see the recognition of her amazing voice
and also for Emily to have the chance to learn from experts in the field.
Congratulations Emily!

Our awesome Senior Leaders will be acting as
College DJs every Thursday lunch in the quad
for students. They will be spreading joy to our
student cohort by playing catchy, fun songs
you can just chill to or better still - dance to!
Requests are welcome - there is a request box
in the reception - please note that any
requests must be in by 3.00 pm
Wednesday afternoons, so the
seniors can organise the
playlist.
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Valentine’s Day Stall
There were flowers and chocolates everywhere with our wonderful St Valentine's Day
stall. These special items brought smiles to everyone's faces and joy into people's
hearts. Thank you to Mr Keenan and our Senior School leaders who organised this
event for us and put some love in the Ayr.
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School Arrivals
Just a friendly reminder that no student should be on site before 8:00 am. In the
morning, students are required to do the following:






Arrive at or after 8:00 am.
Place bags outside classrooms.
Walk to relevant dedicated supervised areas with their hat and play quietly until
the class bell at 8:30 am.
Line up outside the classroom quietly on the bell and wait for the class teacher. Place lunch orders into
class lunch baskets.
Prep and Year 1 parents walking their child/ren to class, should observe social distancing protocols.

The Premier announced earlier this week
that COVID-19 restrictions would ease
across the State from 6pm, 4 March.
Facemasks
From 6pm on 4 March, facemasks will no longer be
required to be worn by staff or students in schools, on
dedicated school transport or at other education
workplaces. If individual staff or students wish to wear
a facemask while at school, they are more than
welcome to do so.

Rapid Antigen Tests
Despite the ‘Back to School Plan’ ceasing on 4 March,
we can continue to supply RAT Tests to staff and
students who become symptomatic while at school and
kindies throughout Term 1, as long as our supplies
last. The current arrangements for symptomatic staff
and students who record a positive RAT result remain
in place, based on current health advice.

Assemblies and school visitors
Schools can resume assemblies and other large
gatherings from 6pm on March 4. Parents, carers,
volunteers, contractors and other external workers will
also be permitted on school sites from this date.
Anyone who is working or volunteering at a school is
still required to be fully vaccinated. Schools are also still
required to seek proof of vaccination for visitors and all
visitors are still required to sign in at the Office.
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It has been ‘All About Me’ in the Kindy room for the start of the
2022 school year. The children have been discovering their likes
and dislikes, learning about the body and creating their own selfportrait. Vegetable faces were the highlight of the week, with the
children trying heaps of new tastes.

The year four’s haven’t required much ‘force’ this term to get
stuck right into our science unit. We have been busy investigating different forces such as push and pull, and
have been taking a closer look at gravity and air resistance. To do this, the year four’s made their own paper
helicopter that was dropped from a height to show the effects of gravity and air resistance.
We explored how surface area and weight/mass can effect how our helicopters work. We even had the chance
to give them a little extra flair to keep them afloat. It’s all hands on deck this term in the year four classroom
and all the students are accelerating through their work!
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Sam Bardsley
Year 4 Classroom Teacher
Year 6's
'One Word' Essays

Last week, in Year 6 we spoke about our ‘One Word’
we would like to focus on in 2022. The students had
wonderful responses such as creativity, bravery and
forgiveness. The students were introduced to
character strengths; originally introduced by
Geelong Grammar’s Institute of Positive Education.
These ‘One Word’ essays helped focus on what they
can do to set intentions for the year and role models
in their life. We very much look forward to seeing all
of the Primary students grow and develop their
character strengths this year.

Students have also been working on helping to
personalise our classroom with art displays, with our
Lion Cubs wall well under construction.
Tectonic plates, electricity and integers are
everywhere! Students have been working hard in all
their subjects with renewable, non-renewable, and
tectonic plates being the standout topics so far.

Assessments have started in Science, Math and HASS. Students have embraced all tasks with enthusiasm and a
positive mindset, which is great to see! So many exciting things have been happening in our lovely classroom,
with heaps more to come!

Meg Beavan
Year 6 Teacher
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There is beauty everywhere! Our Year 9 and 10 Visual Art students have been working on a folio of mixed media
artworks, turning images and collected materials from nature into inspiration to form layered abstract
compositions. These nature studies are the base work for their major piece they are working toward. We can't
wait to see their final creations!
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Year 5/6 Camp
We are thrilled to announce that we were successful with a grant
to assist families in meeting the cost of the camp. The
Queensland Government, through the Great Barrier Reef
Education Experience Program, have provided a subsidy to the
school of $55.00 per student who will be attending the school
camp.
Alongside all of the fantastic activities at the Big 4 Adventure
Whitsunday Resort, students will be participating in a Reef Seeker
Tour to Whitehaven Beach.
Further details on this tour can be found here:
https://oceanrafting.com.au/reef-seeker-and-edutourism/.

Monday the 28 March will be the last day for the
Rugby Union Development coaches to work with
our Year 3 to 6 students.
On Monday 7, 14, 21 March, we will have a coach visiting from Cricket Australia to teach out students some
cricket skills. Last Friday 25 Feb, our local coach Glen Cornford, taught our Year 4 students some agility
exercises. This week our Year 4, 5 and 6 students will commence Interschool Sports in Hockey and Basketball.
Just a reminder that NQ Trails for Netball, Rugby League, Football and Squash are on Wednesday 2 March.
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The 5/6 Arts Academy is off to a flying start this
year. We have hit the road running because
eisteddfod Visual Art pieces need to be completed by
Thursday, April 14. This does not give us much time
to experiment. Even more importantly, students are
encouraged to begin two pieces so that they are able
to make a decision on which piece/pieces they would
actually like to enter into the competition as entries
close on March 13.
Students have therefore already chosen pieces to work on and have begun creating collages, paintings, colour
drawings and black and white drawings aiming to have their pieces completed on time. The eisteddfod will be
held in May, with the art awards scheduled for Sunday, May 15 at 11.30 am.
Visual Art is only one hour of the two hours dedicated to developing a love for The Arts in Years 5 and 6. The
second hour is spent with Miss Jaynai doing some very creative dance moves.
It is very satisfying to see a greater percentage of students dedicating themselves to developing their skills in
The Arts this semester.

Heather Mackay
Primary Arts Teacher
Pg. 11

Rehearsals have begun! The casting has been set and we are well
underway with our rehearsals for our play - “15 Reasons Not To Be In
A Play.” The students familiarised themselves with the script by way
of a whole cast read-through followed by blocking of the first few
scenes. A huge thank you to all who were able to attend - it helps the
rehearsal process run smoothly.
A rehearsal schedule has been sent out to families with children who
are involved. Our rehearsals are 3:15 pm to 5 pm every Thursday. If anyone is unable to attend a rehearsal,
please let Mr Lequerica, Mrs Wilson or Miss Melhuish know, so that adjustments can be made in advance to
our run of rehearsals. Notes for blocking and stage directions will be made throughout each rehearsal so that
no student is left in the dark. It is expected that others be willing to step in as understudies if certain students
are absent.
Every student actor involved will likely be playing multiple roles - which will certainly prove to be a fun
challenge. I am thoroughly looking forward to our future rehearsals, seeing the growth of confidence of the
students and watching their acting abilities develop further and further. Finally, if there are any other students
who wish to be involved, please let Mr Lequerica know. He will find a role for you!

David Lequerica
Primary Music Teacher / Year 3 Teacher
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Over the last few weeks the Year 8, Business and Economics
class have been looking at the contributing parties to
Australia’s market system.
The students have been analysing their role as consumers in
the marketplace as well as the role of the government.
Students learnt about the Australian Consumer Law and the
Competition and Consumer Act 2010 governed by the
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC).
The students looked at their rights as consumers as well as how to address disputes they may face in the
marketplace. It has been amazing to hear the Year 8 students use their knowledge to participate in some
wonderful discussions and I am very much looking forward to some more friendly conversation and debates in
the classroom.

Abbey Fegan
Secondary Teacher
Well the term has started with a bang! Fridays are getting
super busy and my helpers and I are noticing the extra
enrolments!
Many are happy with the addition of chocolate slice to the
menu. My idea was to have it as part of the ‘Sweet Treats’.
I will try to get your preferences to you, though it depends
on what home baked treats I have stashed away.

Don’t forget there is now popcorn and yoghurt;
they can be popped into lunch boxes
for second break.

Pop Up Tuck Shop
Pop Up Tuck Shop next week will be curried sausages and rice. Please do not forget to see me before school or
order through the School Stream App, so you don’t miss out.

7 March
Curried Sausages & Rice

Renee Tunbridge
Tuckshop Convenor
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Farmers & Friends Mens Mental Health Evening
Last Friday evening, four of our senior students Zac and Josh Sutcliffe, Daniel Pacey, Blake Webb and a few
members of staff were privileged to represent our school at this event. It was a great opportunity to learn
about mental health issues facing men in the bush. You could have heard a pin drop as Antonio Winterstein
and Johnathon Thurston shared the tragedy of losing much-loved family members whose lives were tragically
cut short. Ross Romeo, Co-ordinator of CORES (Community Response to Eliminating Suicide) and Mary O’Brien
from the charity ‘Are You Bogged Mate?’ spoke passionately about the stigma and stats around men’s mental
health and suicides.
The moral of all their stories is that we all need to look after our own mental health and that of
our mates and call out for help when we are struggling with the issues of life. Every life matters
and we need to look after each other, as the Bible says: “I am fearfully and wonderfully made”
(Psalm 139: 14) and “Love your neighbour as yourself” (Luke 10: 27).
The evening was not only challenging but also inspiring. We were all encouraged to keep and foster connections
with friends, colleagues and family. There was a key message to ask for help and more importantly ask others
if they need to chat about their situations.
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We had an enthusiastic bunch of primary students,
along with Mrs Baptista and Mrs Smarte planting dwarf
sunflower seeds and ‘magic beans’ this week. We look
forward to a colourful year ahead and sampling some of
the vegies and fruit that we plan to grow.
The herb garden continues to flourish and the produce
will be used to spice up some of the dishes that the
senior students prepare in their classes.
The ELC children are very keen to plant their own sunflower seeds too. I am so excited about their enthusiasm.

Ps Gerry MacManus
School Chaplain

Janine Lando
Teacher Aide / Library Assistant
Welcome to Scholastic Book Club
Book Club provides families with an affordable and
convenient way to bring the best in children’s
literature into their homes. As well as bridging the
important class-to-home reading gap, Book Club also
benefits our school - for every Book Club order placed,
Scholastic gives back 20% of the order spend to
purchase valuable educational resources.
Online orders can be placed through LOOP
(scholastic.com.au/Loop) or Student Order Forms
with payment, can be handed in to the Office. Thank
you so much in advance for your support!
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Introducing …
Meg Beaven
Meg is a highly experienced teacher, working in the state system in Townsville for the last five years. She has
a love for learning, and wants to share that with everyone! When she’s not in the classroom, she likes to spend
her time with her two cats, either working in the garden with all her plants or roller-skating. Roller skating is
such a passion that in 2019 she was selected for the Australian Women’s Roller Derby Team. She also spent
two weeks competing in Barcelona, Spain and won the silver medal!

Favourite Colour: Blue
Favourite Movie: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
Favourite Holiday Destination: Japan

Pg. 16

Pg. 17

Pg. 18

Pg. 19

